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texts, his wife died with Mm, and he saw tier led
out to execution.1 A story accepted ever since the
third century declares that, too humble to claim
equality with Jesus, he begged to be crucified with
his head downwards.2 As the characteristic of the
butchery of 64 was the invention of odious novelties
in torture, it is possible that Peter may really have
been exhibited to the mob in this horrible posture.
Seneca mentions cases in which tyrants have been
known to turn the heads of crucified persons earth-
wards.3 At a later period, Christian piety would
see a mystic refinement4 in what was only a whim-
sical caprice of the executioner. Possibly the phrase
of the fourth Gospel may contain some allusion to

passage (Bernays, 165, note 2) would strike out of the catalogue
those who were only crucified; but Sulpicius Severn3 (ii. 29),,
who almost copies Tacitus, and a Tacitus more correct than ours,,
in agreement with Hernias (i. vis. iii. 2), expressly enumerates-
cruccs (oraupo-us) among the punishments.

1  Clem. Alex. Strom, vii. 11.

2  Acta Petri et Pauli, c. 81 (conf. Pseudo-Linus, 69, 70).
Euseb. H.E. iii. 1 (after Origen). Euseb. Dem. Ev. iii. 5. Jerome^
De Viris ill. 1.

3  Consol. ad Marciam, 20 (written under Claudius).

4  Eufin. transl. of Euseb. H.E. I.e.